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1. 15. Faith commitment may be expressed in various ways according to regional and theological
traditions: as confession, as confessing together, as faith stance, as being faithful to the covenant
of God. We choose confession, not meaning a classical doctrinal confession, because the World
Alliance of Reformed Churches cannot make such a confession, but to show the necessity and
urgency of an active response to the challenges of our time and the call of Debrecen. We invite
member churches to receive and respond to our common witness.

16. Speaking from our Reformed tradition and having read the signs of the times, the General
Council of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches affirms that global economic justice is
essential to the integrity of our faith in God and our discipleship as Christians. We believe that the
integrity of our faith is at stake if we remain silent or refuse to act in the face of the current system
of neoliberal economic globalization and therefore we confess before God and one another.

17. We believe in God, Creator and Sustainer of all life, who calls us as partners in the creation
and redemption of the world. We live under the promise that Jesus Christ came so that all might
have life in fullness (Jn 10.10). Guided and upheld by the Holy Spirit we open ourselves to the
reality of our world.

18. We believe that God is sovereign over all creation. “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness
thereof” (Psalm 24.1).

19. Therefore, we reject the current world economic order imposed by global neoliberal
capitalism and any other economic system, including absolute planned economies, which defy
God’s covenant by excluding the poor, the vulnerable and the whole of creation from the fullness
of life. We reject any claim of economic, political, and military empire which subverts God’s
sovereignty over life and acts contrary to God’s just rule.

20. We believe that God has made a covenant with all of creation (Gen 9.8-12). God has brought
into being an earth community based on the vision of justice and peace. The covenant is a gift of
grace that is not for sale in the market place (Is 55.1). It is an economy of grace for the household
of all of creation. Jesus shows that this is an inclusive covenant in which the poor and
marginalized are preferential partners, and calls us to put justice for the “least of these” (Mt
25.40) at the centre of the community of life. All creation is blessed and included in this covenant
(Hos2.18ff).

21. Therefore we reject the culture of rampant consumerism and the competitive greed and
selfishness of the neoliberal global market system, or any other system, which claims there is no
alternative.

22. We believe that any economy of the household of life, given to us by God’s covenant to
sustain life, is accountable to God. We believe the economy exists to serve the dignity and well
being of people in community, within the bounds of the sustainability of creation. We believe that
human beings are called to choose God over Mammon and that confessing our faith is an act of
obedience.



23. Therefore we reject the unregulated accumulation of wealth and limitless growth that has
already cost the lives of millions and destroyed much of God’s creation.

24. We believe that God is a God of justice. In a world of corruption, exploitation, and greed,
God is in a special way the God of the destitute, the poor, the exploited, the wronged, and the
abused (Psalm 146.7-9). God calls for just relationships with all creation.

25. Therefore we reject any ideology or economic regime that puts profits before people, does not
care for all creation, and privatizes those gifts of God meant for all. We reject any teaching which
justifies those who support, or fail to resist, such an ideology in the name of the gospel.

26. We believe that God calls us to stand with those who are victims of injustice. We know what
the Lord requires of us: to do justice, love kindness, and walk in God’s way (Micah 6.8). We are
called to stand against any form of injustice in the economy and the destruction of the
environment, “so that justice may roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing
stream” (Amos 5.24).

27. Therefore we reject any theology that claims that God is only with the rich and that poverty is
the fault of the poor. We reject any form of injustice which destroys right relations – gender, race,
class, disability, or caste. We reject any theology which affirms that human interests dominate
nature.

28. We believe that God calls us to hear the cries of the poor and the groaning of creation and to
follow the public mission of Jesus Christ who came so that all may have life and have it in fullness
(Jn 10.10). Jesus brings justice to the oppressed and gives bread to the hungry; he frees the
prisoner and restores sight to the blind (Lk 4.18); he supports and protects the downtrodden, the
stranger, the orphans and the widows.

29. Therefore we reject any church practice or teaching which excludes the poor and care for
creation, in its mission; giving comfort to those who come to “steal, kill and destroy” (Jn 10.10)
rather than following the “Good Shepherd” who has come for life for all (Jn 10.11).

30. We believe that God calls men, women and children from every place together, rich and poor,
to uphold the unity of the church and its mission, so that the reconciliation to which Christ calls
can become visible.

31. Therefore we reject any attempt in the life of the church to separate justice and unity.

32. We believe that we are called in the Spirit to account for the hope that is within us though
Jesus Christ, and believe that justice shall prevail and peace shall reign.

33. We commit ourselves to seek a global covenant for justice in the economy and the earth in the
household of God.

34. We humbly confess this hope, knowing that we, too, stand under the judgement of God’s
justice.

We acknowledge the complicity and guilt of those who consciously or unconsciously benefit from



the current neoliberal economic global system; we recognize that this includes both churches and
members of our own Reformed family and therefore we call for confession of sin.

We acknowledge that we have become captivated by the culture of consumerism, and the
competitive greed and selfishness of the current economic system. This has all too often
permeated our very spirituality.

We confess our sin in misusing creation and failing to play our role as stewards and companions
of nature.

We confess our sin that our disunity within the Reformed family has impaired our ability to serve
God’s mission in fullness.

35. We believe, in obedience to Jesus Christ, that the church is called to confess, witness and act,
even though the authorities and human law might forbid them, and punishment and suffering be
the consequence (Acts4.18ff). Jesus is Lord.

36. We join in praise to God, Creator, Redeemer, Spirit, who has “brought down the mighty from
their thrones, lifted up the lowly, filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away with
empty hands” (Lk 1.52f).


